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appears to have been published by Cordus himself, viz. a botanical
work, the Historia plantarum, a description of plants used in
medicine. It is a folio of 224 pages with numerous illustrations
and appeared 1540.

These "Annotationes" of Cordus are of special importance
in the history of volatile oils, partly on account of the reputation
of the author, partly because of his knowledge of the subject
and also because they appeared in a century that was so pro-
ductive of literature. Whereas Brunschwig's book reveals a
retrogression in the technique of distillation as compared with
the Arabian period, Ulstad, Ryff, Matthiolus, Lonicer and others
advanced the art during the period of distilled waters and aquae
vitae in several ways: they not only made known many of the
older pieces of apparatus that had been forgotten, but they also
improved them and invented new ones.

The ground thus prepared was further cultivated by Cordus
and Gesner. Owing to the short life time of the former, it was
the latter who continued their common labors and realized
better results.

In the chapter de destillatione oleorum (fol. 226) of the
Liber de artificiosis extractionibus of his Annotations, Cordus
discusses the nature of the plant extracts obtained by expression
and distillation. Concerning the oily plant constituents, Cordus
distinguishes between the viscid, fatty oils (Oleum crassum,
viscosum, terrestre) obtained by expression, e. g. of seeds, and
those of a spirituous nature (aerea) which can be separated
from the "terrestrial" substances by distillation. As illustrations
of the first class, he mentions a number of the common fatty
oils, as illustrations of the second class the oils of carpobalsam,1)
cardamom, cubeb, pepper, cloves, cinnamon, mace, nutmeg,
lignaloes and those of some of the common umbelliferous fruits,
such as anise, fennel, caraway, cumin, angelica, Ligustrum,
Libanotus, Pastinaca, Apium, Petroselinum, Pimpinella and
Anethum.

In his description of the properties of volatile oils, Cordus
makes mention of the remarkable property of the oils of anise

') Carpobalsamum is the name applied to the fruits of Balsamea
meccanensis, Gleditsch (Balsamodendron Opobalsamum, ftunth), which were
formerly used medicinally.
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